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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors,—PoPe. 


ET 


A SPECTRE FOR THE STOCK EXCHANGE. 


Currency “uestion— Delusion on the subject—Causes of 
the delusion Nothing lo be expected from the debt, but 
the ruin of the Fundholders—The only allies o the 
People—CoqurRaGE and RESOLUTION. 


I have not hitherto interfered on the general discussion 
of this question ; although I have incidentally made a few 
remarks upon some of its bearings. But it seems to me 
now to be requisite to enter into a review of it. The rea- 
son is this. A great number of individuals who were 
trusting to the different predictions and: teasonings of 
their various favourites, have been disappointed severely; 
and look as dull asa hazy day, when taunted by those who 
do not reflect upon the nonfulfilment of their hopes. 
This gloom is quite unwarranted, I admit ; but it exists ; 
and it will exist, until the parties clearly understand thé 

manner. I have never been satisfied with the’ réasdiiing 
I have heard upon this matter, because it always appear- 
ed to me to be without a basis. The premises always: be- 
gan necessarily with an 2f;:and I have had.a mortal , ab- 
horrence of zfs, ever since I once heard it remarked, that 
“if the people would resist the borough despotism they 
would destroy it.” These ifs, not always expressed, but 
inevitably to pe understood, on the currency question, 
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have the un@rtunate tendency of reducing all speculation 
upon the subject to castle-building in the air. The ifs are 
out of the reach of thé parties who want them for their 
accommodation : and for want of a single word, a whole 
laboured argument falls to the ground ; as many a gallant 
ship has foundered from a trifling, undiscovered leak. 
Among the -arguments .upon this topic, there are three 
broad propositions, namely— 

First.—That the country could return to cash-payments, 
without any injury at all, eitfier to the system, the debt, or 
the people:at large. 

_ Secondly.—That the codntry could return to cash- 
payments without any danger to the system, the debt, 
or any great injury to the people at large. 

‘Thitdly—That the country :contd’ not return to cash- 
payments, without great danger of causing an explosion 
of the whole systém, spunging out the debt, and ruining 
all. the parties somepenad 5 in money transactions founded 

on. the basis ot the existing system. 

The result has shown that all these opinions are equally 
fallaciaus ; and, events have taken a direction quite con- 
trary to/all expectations. Yet the advocates of all these 
Opinions Chad abandant of arguments to show 'that they 
otPht to have been right—Let me endeavour to show 
how they have fallen into the error. 

__ The advocates of ‘the first opinion ‘were aware that 

certain means were in their hands, which would enable 

them to. make any apparent return to cash payments, 
only a thing in sgeming, and not in reality. They were 
aware:that the dealings had become so extensive, that 
thousandsofthose who dealt the most largely in the trans- 
fer ‘of property, woutd not employ gold as a medium of 
traffic. They were aware that the same reason which 
makes silver superior to copper, and gold superior to 
silver has a medium of commerce, renders paper superior 
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to gold, with those who only want to pass it from hand 
to hand ; and whatever danger there is to be apprehended 
from the final bursting of.a paper bubble, (and all such 
bubbles must burst) would be encountered without fea 
by arace of merchants brought up under the paper-sys- 
tem, and accustomed to transact business to an amount 
which it would be inconvenient tu transact in gold, They 
had another reason for this confidence. Most of these 
men are deeply interested in the paper-system. Their 
capitals are invested in the debt ; and it was not to be sup- 
posed that they would lend themselves to any clamour for 
receiving their interest in gold, when such a demand 
would endanger the safety of the capital. Like men em- 
barked on board a crazy, leaky vessel, they might be glad 
enough to have had a better conveyance ; but they were 
not mad enough to leap into the sea, to trust to their pow- 
ers of swimming. They could do this when the vessel 
actually foundered. - ys 

There was another reason which made the ministers ven- 
ture upon the return to cash-payments. It isa custom 
with most large concerns to transact an immense quantity 
of business .by their own paper, totally independent of 
either bank paper or gold, through the medium of the 
bankers of the respective parties, in the shape of bills. — 
The bills received, are set against the bills due; and the 
balance at the end of the year is all that is requisite to be 
produced4n cash. This is a species of individual currency 
which is carried to a great extent ; and many. persons 
transact a vastitude of business in this manner, without 
wanting one-tenth of a national currency, which would 
atherwise be necessary. 

Calculating upon the. disinclination to, and the various 
Substitut.s for gold, the ministers thouglit they might 
-moye safely towards a measure which they agrecd to call 

cash payments :—and though they were totally wrong in 
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the supposition that the people would not be injured, 
perhaps they committed no mistake upon that head. They 
might have been as indifferent to that, as they have gene- 
rally been'on such matters ;—and have calculated upon 
the proverbial tameness of John Bull; who is seldom so 
impolite as to turn upon the curs that bait him. The 
people have doubtless been injured deeply, by the finan- 
cial measures of the ministry ; and this injury has been 
occasioned, by keeping taxation at its war standard. It is 
a_gross fallacy to say the taxes have been reduced. They 
have never been reduced below the highest war standard. 
During the lowest pricés of provision, they were carried 
far beyond the highest point of the war expenditure ;— 
when prices of all kinds of produce were reduced nearly 
two-thirds, the revenue was not reduced more than one- 
fourth; it has not now reached a diminution of more 
than one.third ; and its present amount will command a 
much greater quantity of produce of every kind, than the 
highest rate of the war-taxation could command. This 


_ injury, however, would have been inflicted upon the 


people, to nearly the same extent, though not quite so 
soon, had the taxation remained, and no change’ in the 
currency had taken place. Some mischief was doubtless 
created by the alarm, and uncertainty of the pretended 
change; but we shall presently find, that no want 
of a currency has ever existed; and further, that 
no ~want of currency can take place during the 
disposition of the monied interest to support the system, 
until the system, by some other accident shall sink be- 
neath their feet. Beyond then the temporary alarm which 
it created; Mr. Peel’s bill was an empty bugbear ; but by 
alarming the paper-gentlemen with the apprehension that 
the people would insist upon having gold, and thus induc- 
ing them to check their issues, except upon more advan- 
tageous terms, it did help to depress the falling prices stili 
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lower ; and the dismay produced among the holders of 
produce spread its mischievous effects still further: The 
mischief, however, fell upon a class which might be in- 
jured with impunity. The English agricultarist, generally 
speaking, is the most patient, and the most ignorant animal 
under the sun. When they had the means of :education 
in theirown hands, they learnt little beyond the imita-— 
tion of the vices and follies of gentlemen ; and distress . 
overtook them politically as ignorant as prosperity had - 
found them. The ministry calculated upon this; and they 
were not disappointed. If they are never dismounted 
from the state-horse until the yeomanry find courage to tilt — 
at them, they may go to sleep upon the saddle, and rest 
secure from all molestation. . 
The second class of reasoners on this subject, had Mr. : 
Ricardo for.their leader ; and by ascertaining the price of. 
an ounce of gold here and in Paris ; adding to it the cost. 
of bringing it over; tossing up with the chance as to the 
probability of its being left there, or brought here; and. . 
framing a scheme from preventing gold from being used, 
when it might be legally demanded; they made a result » 
that the. question of currency would not be affected more . 
than about five per cent ;—and such a trifle as that, in the - 
adjustment of contracts, they thought of no great conse- . 
quence. But when they found that measuring things,: by”: 
his. standard of value, was of no more use than weigh- | 
ing a feather exposed to the action of a high wind, they. i 
turned round, and said somebody had: been peaying: with. 
the beam,.and had not taken the precautions. that he had :, 
recommended, in order to insure that a return to cash-. 
payments should be no return to cash-payments. ‘He was: 
quite angry that the bank had forced gold upon the pub-:. 
lic, instead of keeping it safe in its coffers, in the shape of 
ingots. But he quite overlooked that the preponderating 
weight of the war taxation remained inthe scale;and made 
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allthis theory kick the beam. While the change ofcurrency 
had all the effect he thought it would have, by the dif- 
ference of the foreign exchanges, it had a much greater 
effect, by the alarm which it spread, and the difficulties 
which it oecasioned for the moment; im. addition to the 
coustant pressure against it of an increased demand of the 
produce of the Jand, through the means of a revenue not 
adjusted to the circumstances in which property was de 
placed. This gentleman still persists that he ought to have 
been right within one or two per cent. But since he is 
evidently. wrong, we may liken him to the general who was 
always ready to argue that he ought to have been the 
conqueror. He will shortly: discover, that until gold is 
wanted by the Government to squander upon the. conti- 
nent; a8.it did during the revolutionary war against France 
there will never be any want of a curreney in England, 
while a rag can be found to eonvert inte paper. 

‘The third opinion seemed by far the most rational: and 
indeed it was founded on the most tincentrovertible prin- 
cyies; But the English system has long been a system 
of; expedients, in which principles were nowhere to be 
found: Painé shewed very clearly that the bank was in- , 
solvent, when it applied for an order in council to forbid 
its paying: its own notes, There was a chance then of the 
system exploding. Every rational mind must have felt 
thatthe bank could -not pay its notes, and was actually 
inselvent. :.No matter what produced this. The thing 
was perfectly clear. It was a bankruptcy: of the 
giesdest. description; and if the people had then 
insisted oppon having. gold for a medium of currency the 

ae baskmust have closed its accounts. Then the people were 
< not used jte paper ; and all their habits and inclinations 
were.in favour of gold. If ithe people, that is the mul- 

titude, could. baye devided the question, they would have 

had gold;—the bank would never have re-opened its 
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doors ;—and the English ministry, with Mr. Pitt at their 
head, would have ran as quietly away from their desks, 
as the French ministers started from Paris, at the com- 
mencement of the revolution. But the people, as a 
whole, had no more to do with the matter then, than 
they have now. They have long thrown their business 
into other hands, and they must abide the consequences 
of its mismanagement. The monted men saw that if 
gold were insisted upon, they would cease to be mo- 
nied men. They saw that if they insisted upon a bank- 
ruptey of the bank, that they would get nolhing.— 
The insolvency was clear enough to them. But then 
they said they could not be worse off by supporting 
the system, than by putting an end to it ; nor, indeed, 
half so bad. They were too far embarked in the same 
cause. Ifthe bank had not obtained credit for its paper, 
these parties could have obtained nothing of their ¢apital ; 
but by lending themselves to a juggle, by which paper 
was to become as goodas gold, they secured their inte- 
rests as long as the paper system should exist. As mat- 
ters have turned out, they calculated admirably well. Their 
paper not only became gold, but they metamorphosed the 
gold of other people into paper. The government and 
the bank became “ one and indivisible ;”’ the “ monied in- 
terest,” had played the part of matchmaker on the occa- 
sion ; and they diviled the booty amongst them. ‘This’ 
was not done in error, but in design. There were, doubt- 
less, many who were not aware of the stratagem; but 
they were of that class who could have made ‘no effectual’ 
resistance to its being carried into effect. — oe 

This system has now been in existence above thirty years. 
The people have been accustomed to paper ; and we have 
seen more than one refuse to take gold. In the mean time, 
the system had kindly eased the people of their superfluous 
cash. The trading part of the community ‘began to lose 
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the old habit of hoarding afew guineas, to be ready in 
case of any emergency. When they took money, it was 
to be paid away again immediately to the tax-gatherer, the 
tithe-collector, or to the man for the poor’s rate. Of course, 
it became indifferent as to what currency was made use of, 
when it was only to pass from hand to hand. It was 
known that ifthe bank stopped, the holder of the notes 
would lose the money; but that was a distant evil, like 
the day of death; and in the mean time trade must go on 
by any medium that could be had. Now and then the 
stoppage of a country bank spread ruin and apprehension 
round a district; but the thing passed over. Things re- 
turned to their old course, as the Neapolitans return to 
build vineyards on the very spots where the burning lava 
of Mount Vesuvius has destroyed them just before. New 
banks sprung up; or those which remained unbroken, 
issued more notes. Those who lived by trading, were 
compelled to go ontrading. It was not in their power to 
stipulate about what should be the circulating medium.— 
They eagerly took any they could obtain to forward their 
speculations. Some coined tokens, some issued notes.— 
Every one did the best he could for the emergency. The 
country suffered, it is true; but the revenue flourished. 
Every day added to the jeopardy of particular classes ; and 
they all in their turn, except the “‘ monied interest,” felt 
the pressure of the times. 

A great deal, however, depends upon dexterously deceiv- 
ing the people ; and on the return of peace, a return to 
cash-payments was expected. The Ministers knew well 
enough, and the people ought to have known that the 
paper currency of England could not be replaced by a 
bullion currency. The thing is utterly impossible. ‘The 
nature and extent of our mercantile, commercial, and 
agricultural operations forbid any such thing. The ex- 
periment to be tried, was simply whether a gold and 
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paper currency could circulate together :—that is, whether 
an appearance of cash payments would satisfy the people. 
If cash payments had been effectually restored, all that 
has been predicted of the consequences would: have been 
realized, and much more fatal effects would have followed 
than had even been predicted. Ruin to the revenue, and 
destruction to every existing interest must have en- 
sued. The want of a circulating. medium of a suf- 
ficient amount, (for gold could not have been pro- 
vided) would have rendered it totally impossible to 
collect the revenue. But no such risk was hazarded. 
There has never been any want of a circulating medium. 
The “ monied interest’’ continued to transact business in 
paper. The public, after a little curiosity about the mat- 
ter, began to be indifferent. The government continue 
to pay in paper. All large sums are transferred in paper ; 
and the gold in circulation is only the small change of the 
general firmof the bank and the government. A general 
run upon the bank of gold would soon exhaust it ; but if 
the creditors ofan insolvent choose to take his promissory 
notes in payment, it is clear that he can go on as long 
as they please to suffer him. The creditors of the hank 
do this, because the public will give the produce of their 
labour for the nctes; and whatever injury to any class 
may accrue from the destructive effects of the system, in 
its constant operation against real property, wherever it 
may be accumulated, the confidence of the monied inte- 
rest will continue something longer than the credulity of 
the people ; because when the people find out they are in 
the high road to one common ruin, they will still have to 
find out, not only their remedy, but the courage to use it. 

The answer of all the ministerial arguers to the com- 
plaints of national distress, is, that “ the taxes are paid.” 
And while they can give this answer, it is not to be 
expected that they will ever seek for any other. Why, 
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indeed, should they ¢ What motive have they to inquire 
further. The agricultural interest has been in a dread- 
fally distressed state—thousands have been ruined—and 
thousands miore will yet be so-~but what. is that to the 
ministry while the taxes are paid. Property changes 
hands—trents fall—and niortgagees foreclose upon estates. 
Bat thisdoes not prevent the payment-of taxes. In.some 
iistances it even facilitates them. For instanee, with 
regard to the statement of Mr. Thompson. This gentle- 
man shews that an alteration of circumstances, over 
which he'had mo controul, had robbed him to the amount 
of several thousands of pounds. He made out as gross 
a case ef individual wrong, as ever was sustained—as 
ever could be sustained by any fundholder, on the demise 
or the destruction-of the funding system. Mr. Thompson 
has as much right as the fundholder to say, ‘‘ keep faith 
with me+I invested my money on the faith of my confi- 
dence in the existing system. I did not imagine that, 
any one would come and take away my preperty, and 
tell me it was to enable the government to keep faith with 
another.’’ But the minister is not compelled to answer 
such reasoning ; and his interest lies in looking another 
way. Mr.Thompson may be ruined: and hundreds may be 
in similar:situations: but, as far as the government is con- 
cerned, the property only changes hands; and it isimma- 
terial to them, from whom they collect the taxes. It may 
be ‘true, and | believe it is, that they are driving on to 
the brink of a precipice; and that they will drive over 
at last; bat if the people of England are disposed to 
submit as quietly as the people of Ireland have done, the 
Ministers have a long career of uninterrupted prosperity 
before them: and the obstacle ef the debt is not yet in 
their way. It is working, and will work on against them; 
but it is a‘slow beast, and cannot be made to go fast, ina 
state of peace. During a war the monster strides on 
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famously ; and hence, it is said, we shall have no more 
war. Not with the debt upon our backs, I grant, if the 
Minister can help it. But what is to prevent him from 
reducing the debt, when he is tired of providing for it? 
Will he consult the interests of the fundholders any longer 
than suits him. Have they any means of compelling him to 
keep what they call faith with them, when it has been kept 
with no other class of the community. They mistake both 
themselves and him grossly, if they think this. He 
will make a meal of them, whenever he wants one, “and 
can find it no where else. Even now he is preparing for 
it. There has been a nibble at them already ; and their 
unpopularity is an object which the minister does not dis- 
like to see promoted. They are not a large body—they 
area feeble, although a clamourous set—and the min-~ 
ister knows that he may squeeze them as dry as a 
spunge in the wilderness, whenever his necessities drive 
him to it. A few columns of newspaper hostility woukd 
be all that he would have to dread. A few of the 
most clamourous, and important, le would have to 
indemnify, as the phrase is; but the herd of bulls anid 
bears, the flock of lame ducks, and tame dacks, 
would be sacrificed as easily as partridges are shot by 
good marksmen. The fundholders, as a body, are not 
half so terrible to a minister, as the Blanketeers of Man- 
chester, or the weavers of Spitalfields ; and whenever the 
time of attack arrives, the nation will see them plucked as 
quietly as live geese are stripped of their feathers. The 
“great man” ofthe day will drive down to St. Stephens ; he 
will open his case with a pathetic description of the sad con- 
dition of the state barge. The pvor crew, he will say, have 
neither food nor clothing ~—the condition of all on board 
truly deplorable, exeept a few fat, sleek gentlemen in the 
cabin, called the fundholders. He will depict the luxury 
and advantages of their years of plenty, which have not 
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been merely seven, but four times seven, and upwards.— 
He wili lay great emphasis on the plunder of the people 
for so many years to keep up the payment of their interest. 
He will shew how much more they have received than 
they ought to have received ; and, if he is a very modest 
honest sort of man (that is, as honest as a minister can be) 
he will be content, in the first instance, with moving a 
reduction of one-fifth of the interest paid to begin with.— 
Of this, he will make a great merit ; and say that it was 
out of great compassion to the fundholders, and to give 
them time to prepare for bearing further reductions. with 
more patience—to accustom them to the alteration of cir- | 
cumstances, and so forth. But if he be a true successorof 
Mr. Pitt, he will not make “ two bites of cherry ;”’ nor 
five nibbles at the per centage ; but boldly sweep away 
the whole, and tell the parties they will be placed as an- 
nuitants on the pension list, for a small sum, during the 
short period of their natural lives ! 

It may be replied, there are some very great men among 
the freeholders, who would not. be trifled with. Very 
well. A sop will be ready for all who must have it. It 
will be an easy matter to compensate a few friends. Is 
it to be supposed that all the ministerial agricultural suf- 
ferers would have borne the agricultural distress with so 
much fortitude, if they had felt their share of it? No—no! 
There would have been a much greater desertion from the 
treasury benches. The cry of“ to your tents, O Israel !”’ 
would have been general among them. But Holme Sumner 
vot a place, The Duke of Buckingham turned his whole 
squad of hungry relations into the ministerial paddock at 
once ; and got a dukedom fora marquisate. There was 
honour and emolument at once: and all arising out of the 
agricultural distress '—for ifthe mimisters had not appre- 
hended a desertion, they would not have beat up for re- 
cruits among his body of expectants: Thus a whole com- 
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pany of would-have-been clamorants against agricultural 
“distress, became eulogists of the prosperity of the country : 
—and as long: as their salaries are all duly paid, you could 
not now make one of them believe that wheat would not 
pay for growing at half-a-crown a bushel ! 
Thus will the leaders of the funding faction be silenced, 
when the day of suffering comes to the herd of fund- 
holders ; and it is in vain to look to the overthrow of 
the system from the operation of the debt, which may be 
shaken off amid the acclamations of the populace, when- 
ever a minister can summon courage enough to do it. If 
any alteration is to take place, if any real change is to 
ensue, it must be from the resolution and intelligence of 
the people.” There is nothing on which they can rely 
but themselves. The unwieldy edifice of state oppression 
that crushes them with its weight, may crumble to 
pieces in time; but generation after generation will 
be hurried to the grave, before the weight will be 
sensibly lessened by this means. ‘To wait the “ working of 
events,” is, in other words, adapting the Ministerial re- 
commendation to “ wait till things come about.” This 
is worse than the fellow laying in the road, and calling 
upon Hercules to pull his waggon out of the mire ;—for 
it is going tosleepin the expectation that the waggon 
will drag itself out. 
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CASE FOR CONSIDERATION. 





20th June, 1823. 
Looking beyond the premises, which are all that is visible 


to the eye of the vulgar, is it not by the statesman to be 
seen, as an inevitable conclusion, that the crisis is at hand, 
when the English people must be either cattle, the pro- 
perty of merciless owners, or men, having property of 
theirown? And likewise, that the English. must either 
henceforth crawl at the heels of the slaves who crouch under 
the iron rod of conspiring despots in impious alliance, or. 
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‘as leading champions of the rights of man, march at 
the head of'a sacred union of free states? But let a few 
particulars be touched on! 

_ To 'the rightly-informed and reflecting, is it not as well 
known, that England now stands as much in need of a 
‘truly constitutional reform, as that either Greece, or Por- 
tugal, or Spain, did lately need a revolution ? 

Doth not the want of such a constitutional reform pro- 
duce, both in and out of our legislative assemblies, constant 
forebodings—in the character of predictions—of.a convul- 
sion, which, if thatreform be not had, will but too pro- 
bably, at some unforeseen moment, burst upon us; hazard- 
ing property and social order? Should Franee, as the 
leading division of a certain sword-ruling Alkkance, subdue 
the Iberian Peninsula, may it not then, by the passions 
excited, be too late for a pacific reform in England ? 

When in such a state of things as the present, a motion 
for ‘that pitiable abortion, which its gossips are pleased to 
style moderate reform, is viewed by the people as scorn- 
fully, as by the borough faction it is treated contemptu- 
ously,—needs if any argument to show, that the course 
in parsuit of reform has hitherto been essentially erroneous ? 

Has not this puerile policy, which for half a century 
has been pertinaciously pursued, produced a habit of ex- 
pecting nothing from a debate of six hours, but a division 
as‘unsatisfactoty as on all former oecasions? as for ap- 
pointing a committee to sperid as many months on a sense- 
less inquiry, it were just as wise as if it were to inquire, 
whether men walk on two legs or on four. 

Hath not'the same policy likewise begotten a settled 
contempt fot-all half-measures, all-tinkering projects, as 
too little for restoring freedom, but yet teo much for ty- 
rants to grant? Is it. nat this silly, or rather suspicious 
cotirse, that hath fixed, in’ the minds of thousands and tens 
of thousands, the rooted disgust, which hath caused a 
refusal to petition,-until they shall see the cause in the 
hands of determined men; in -whose integrity and sound 
understandings they can repose confidence? And until 
even those men should announce in plain language, the 
principles of their system ; that so its rectitude may satisfy 
the well informed ; convince the doubting ; and enlighten 
the ignorant. 

‘Must we not then know, not only the string to be touched 
but’ how ‘it is to be touched , if the universal heart of the 
nation be to be interested, and a public voiee, such as 
saved the late Queen, ‘be intended to be ealled forth for 
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saving the constitution? [sit not necessary to show, that 
not arbitrary conceits nor puerile fancies—nor aristocratic 
prejudices nor factious objects—nor place or power, honors 
or emoluments, but—that the real rights and the true li- 
berties of the nation are the prize to be contended for ? 

On these grounds, is it not become a measure of intrinsic 
wisdom, of even imperious necessity, that a notice should be 
given of a molton, which, early in the next Session of 

Parliament, will be made, for leave to bring in a bill, for 
completely reforming the National Representation, in 
‘strict accordance with the principles of the Constitution ? 
the notice at the same time distinctly specifying those prin- 
ciples ; which in only four propositions, may be thus stated : 

1.‘ That every male adult, as a member of the body- 
‘ politic, (being of sound mind, and his freedom not. for- 
‘feited by crime,) having an inherent right to vote in 

‘electing Representatives, for making laws that are to 
‘ have power over his property, his person, and his very 
‘ existence, shall enjoy that inherent right; and this, at the 
‘ same age as when liable in arms to expose his hfe in that 
body politie’s defence : 

2.‘ That Representation shall be as equal as practicable 
without inconveniently subdividing the existing divisions 
of the population. 

3. * That as a security that a duration of the representa- 
tive authority may not violate, nor abridge, the rights 
and liberties of any rising generation, such authority 
shall not have continuance beyond the term of one year: 

4.‘ That, for seeuring all persons in the less opulent 
‘ classes of the community from ruin or persecution, for 
‘ freely exercising a right essential tu self-preservation, 
‘ all elections of Representatives shall be by ballot.’ 

Now, is not the time assuredly come, when politicians, 
pursuing an unprofitable course—as mortifying as fruitless, 
in an obstinate and suspicious silence on these fundamen- 
tals, must no longer fancy, that, in -so acting, they can 
gain credit, either for discriminating talent, for upright- 
ness, or for statemanship, or can hope for publie confidence? 

Independent of the ali-potent authority with men of com- 
mon sense, which so conspicuously shines on the very face 
of the four propositions, sueh is also the internal evidence 
of their rectitude and wisdom, (whether discussed econo- 
mically or logically, morally or philosophically) which 
hath been made manifest by many, and, among them, by 
the profound and eloquent aiithor of a “ Statement of the 
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Question of Parliamentary Reform * ;’ as well as by the 
deep thinking Bentham,—that to any legislator who may 
imagine that, by any other policy or tactics, his country 
can be saved, ought we not with the apostle Peter empha- 
tically tosay, ‘ Be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you ? 

But it seems there are those, who, never having moved 
within the circle of radically performing patriotism, are 
forsooth, of opinion, that the national mind is not yet ina 
state and temper for supporting the movers of such a mea- 
sure ; although the fact is, that, at this very time, radical 
reform hath possession of infinitely more English hearts 
than any other species of reform ever had, or is ever likely 
to have. Therefore that particular iron is, to a happy 
degree, red hot, and consequently ready for taking the 
desired shape for practical-use. ‘those who have been in- 
strumental in }roducing this effect, ever keep in mind 
the remark on that topic of the sagacious Franklin; for 
they well know, that, in the shop of every blacksmith 
may be seen an illustration of the eff. ct of rightly-directed 
and active discussion ; for, in every such shop, in order to 
light up the morning: forge, the workman, by first. rapidly 
hammering a rod of cold iron, presently brings out its 
latent fire; when, by his lately-cold rod, thus made red- 
hot, he ignites the forge in which all his other irons are 
to take the same heat, for receiving the several shapes, 
forms, and fashions necessary for the purposes of utility.— 
Shall not, then, between the hammer of discussion, and 
the anvil of suffering, the latent fire of patriotism be readily 
called forth, for all the grand purposes of a constitutional 
reform? And is it not here pertinent to remark, that the 
experiment for thus ascertaining whether the English 
people be, or be not, susceptible of tle impressions neces- 
sary to their own salvation, and that of their children and 
children’s children, hath never yet been tried ? | 

Ought we not in an especial manner, here to pay the 
tribute that is due to the Forty Members of Parliament, 
who, on the 13th of this month, in a public metropolitan 
meeting advocated the Spanish cause? Or can we suffi- 
ciently extol the impassioned orators of that-day, whose 
eloquence called forth, in bursts of applause, the latent 
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fire pent up (by an affectedly neutral, but really adverse 
Government) in the bosoms of the audience? Oscan we 
doubt the impression which a circulation of the animated 
discussion and its pecuniary fruit will make on the national 
spirit? Or the universal opinion that will be entertained 
on the question discussed ? 

Now what, as a plain matter of fact, is that question ? 
is it not, that a tyrant Bourbon, countenanced by confe- 
derate despots and sympathising Borougmongers, now in- 
vades Spain, for putting down, by his corrupting gold and 
his murdering sword, the national self-government (by a 
real Representation in an independent Cortes) which the 
Spanish people have willed and adopted? Is not this, 
and this alone, the question, and the whole question ? 

Then in so reprobating and in so resisting this atrocious 
invasion, in so invoking, by all that can influence human 
beings, the Genius of England in aid of Spain, have not 
the patriot forty engaged themselves to attempt at least as 
much for their own land? Have they not, by this noble 
effort for the salvation of Spain, pledged their best exer- 
tions for the salvation of England: for England, whose 
condition, in reality, is far worse than that of a country 
roused to arms in defence of its liberties, the present case 
of heroic Spain ‘—since Spain, although assailed, is yet, 
free; while England is not! For high-minded Spain is 
still in possession of a real Representation in a freely-cho- 
sen Cortes ; while England, alas! in place of Represen- 
tation, hath an insulting mockery ; in place of a faithful 
Cortes, unfaithful pretenders to the character of Deputies ; 
in place of self-governmenment, the galling yoke of a 
tyrant faction, who have usurped the seats of legislation ? 
Then is not that faction and their satellites, when rufing 
in London, that real, that odious and plundering despotism 
which Angouleme and his satellities are ridicuously, and 
impotently, we trust, but aping at Madrid ? 

In the conduct of the forty, touching Spain, may we 
not see in what manner great cianges in the affairs of 
mankind are sometimes unexpectedly brought about ? In 
the high-swollen, on-rolling flood of military despotism, 
threatening, first, to overwhelm the Iberian Peninsula, 
and afterwards, as its last infernal mischief in the subju- 
gation of Europe, to ingulf ‘the British Isles, English 
Statesmen, casting aside their political prejudices, appear 
at length truly sensible, not only of the magnitude of our 
danger, but how it isto be averted. Hence we are taught 


to infer, that they are ready to acknowledge the solidity 
No. 2 Vol, XI. 








34 THE BLA@K DWARF. 


of this maxim, that despotism, with the infinity of its 
corruptions, and the immensity of its destructive power, 
ean only be successfully encountered by a resort to the 
principles of truth, and the universality of freedom in any 
nation that would oppose to it a successful resistance. — 
Here is seen the prime excellence of the Spanish Consti- 
tution, the foundation of which is laid in the universal! 
suffrage of the people for electing the Cortes. 

Shall we not then expect that the forty, rising superior 
to all unworthy prejudice, shall impartially investigate 
the four propostions, intended to be announced to the 
public, as the basis of a truly constitutional Reform; that 
so, in nought may those propositions be superfiuous, in 
nought be wanting? Should, on one hand, those propo- 
sitions be susceptible of amendment, then, in the name of 
God and our country, let them be amended! If not so 
susceptible, let them, on the otiier hand, go forth in their 
present form to the nation! 

Incaletlable is the difference of effect on the human 
imagination, between talking of an arbitrary improve- 
ment, which, after all, is to depend on oppressive rulers, 
and honestly holding up to a people’s view a positive 
right of inestimable value, -as an object by their own ex- 
ertions to be obtained, that is, by.strenuously, and with 
an energy not resistible, claiming and demanding the 
same ;—whether the object may be considered as payment 
in fall of 4 vast debt which they know to be their due; 
or as a recovery of a lawful inheritance, of which they 
have been defrauded ; or as the re-possession of a treasure 
that has been stolen from them ? : 

How imperative, then, the obligation of advocating a 
truly constitutional Reform, which, in fact, demands, not 
so much the oratory of the tongue or the pen, as the 
simple eloquence of rightly acting and honestly appeal- 
ing, on the representative theatre, to the universal peo- 
ple, in the plain but persuasive language of sound com- 
mon sense!—while yet, it is admitted, that the high 
strains of attic eloquence, wafted on the wings of the 
Press to every point of the compass, shall more rapidly 
electrify évery heart panting for freedom; when sooner, 
of eourse; shall be heard an all-potent public voice, at 
the dread sound of which abashed corruption shall trem- 
ble, and the humbled usurper bow down his head! At 
such a moment, an inveterate tyrant submissively signed 
Magna Charta! At such a moment, tyrants equally in- 
veterate shall acquiescently pass an emancipating statute, 
—a statute for Constitutional Reform! 
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In this ease, then, shall not the forty manifest a zeal 
as sincere and as fervid as in the cause of Spain? In her 
cause, their honest appeal on behalf of her self-govern- 
ment in a Cortes of her free choice electrifies all hearts. 
Their honest labours in a committee daily sitting, dili- 
gently working, actively corresponding, and devising 
means of the promptest aid, command universal applause. 
Shall not, then, their own England, even more in need 
than Spain herself of patriot exertion in the cause of her 
liberties, have similar services at their hands? The pre- 
sent admirable conduct of the forty is evidence of their 
conviction of what an English people are susceptible in 
the cause of another country’s freedom. Is it not, there- 
fore, evidence also, that when a noletce shall have gone 
forth, that England’s own freedom is to be asserted, a 
similar committee, similar diligence, similar correspon- 
dence and energies, will by them be displayed, until her 
millions shall become of one mind and one heart, for 
wresting the mock-sceptre, but real rod of misruje, from 
the grasp of.a base faction of corrupt traffickers in her 
parliamentary seats,—from that swarm of muck-worm 
devourers of her substance, who, by a foul and fraudful 
usurpation, have robbed her of her self-government. 

Then, must not the proposed notice, announcing, in 
only four propositions on political rights and moral rec- 
titude, all that reform and freedom require, prove a spark 
for raising a flame, which, until England, now benighted 
by Pandemounian conjurations of borough corruptions, 
together with dark and dense clouds of deep conspiracy 
and daring treason, be once more lighted to the temple of 
her ancient liberty,—shall not be extinguished ! 

In such a notice, so announced, shall not a new era of 
animating hope and ardent faith, burst in a flood of light 
on an almost despairing people, dissipating every gloomy 
doubt, crumbling to dust the paralysing spell of the— 
“fiend, Miseretion,”’ * with her legion of delusions, and 
inspiring a fixed assurance of a recovered Constitution !— 
In that Parliamentary Noltce, shall not England’s glow- 
ing imagination picture to her the waving of a sacred 
banner, a glorious standard, whereon is inscribed, in let- 
ters of fire,—the life-reviving, the spirit-stirring prin- 
ciples of Nature’s eternal law of liberty! 

And, in the supporters of those principles, shall not a 
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glaidened and confiding nation exultingly recognize 
determined standard-bearers and patriot chiefs, around 
whom a gathering people, in the armour of God’s Justice, 
and wielding the weapons of omnipotent truth, shall 
cheerfully rally, mustering as the sand on the sea-shore 
for multitude, and resistless in their strength ! 

Englishmen cannot forget that England had hitherto 
been the guide-star of the States aspiring to Freedom. 
They cannot shut their eyes to the emulation with which 
numerous nations on both sides of the Atlantic now strain 
every nerve if a race for self government by representa- 
tion. Nor can they believe that high- -minded leaders in 
such a cause, who witnessed the intelligence and courage 
whereby they saved their late Queen, can think them 
wantinz in the requisites for acting their part in saving 
their Canstitution; or for assuming that post of honour 
in the common cause of mankind, which pre-eminently 
belongs to them; by first vindicating their own rights, 
and asserting their own liberties, as a prelude to effectually 
shielding their brethren of every land who deserve to be 
free ! 

One who is now nomore hath left behind these words of 
wisdom: ‘‘ Those who have wrought great changes in the 
world, never succeeded by gaining over chiefs, but always 
by exciting the multitude. The first is the resource of 
intrigue, and produces only secondary results; the second 
is the resort of genius, and transforms the face of the 
universe.’’* Is not then, universal freedom, evidenced 
by universal suffrage, the resort of genius, of justice, and 
true wisdom, for transforming Usurpation into Represen- 
tation, Oppression into Protection, Slavery into Freedom ! 


JOHN FITZ-WILLIAM. 


Letters of the Black Dwarf, 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


A KING READY FOR EXPORTATION FOR WHEREVER 
WANTED. 


Oblige me, my yellow friend, by looking out with all 
possible dispatch, decent lodgings for his Majesty, Ferdi- 
nand, the King of Spain! He is just on the point of set- 
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ting out upon a voyage somewhere ; and asI think he will 
be nowhere so msch at home as at Japan, I shall recom- 
mend that he be shipped off with all possible dispatch.— 
Thou wilt probably ask what Spain will do withouta King ? 
but, ah! my good unsuspicious friend, the world is most 
strangely altered since thou and I were young. Greatness 
is outof repute. A Duke is thought no more of than a 
tame duck. A Marquis would not get a child to stare at 
him, unless he were dressed like a court fidler ona 
birth-day, and then his tailor might get him a little 
attention! A lord is thought no more of than a lord 
mayor! The church did maintain a sort of decent 
reputation ; and most plough-boys would pull off their 
hats to an ordinary curate, and stand quite “ mazed”’ 
when the bishop came to confirm them in all their good 
ways :—but since the discovery that the church puts the 
poor’s portion of the tithes in its pocket; takes away 
bibles for Easter-dues ; and that some of its children (and 
a bishop in the number) plays abominanple tricks with pri- 
vate soldiers ; there is sad falling off in the reverence for 
the established order, which it will require much honesty 
and much good sense to counteract. The law itself, that 
necessary curse to civilized society, is growing out of 
repute ; and I fear that all the crying gravity of the Chan- 
cellor will not restore it to its ancient character :—no, not 
even if he were to swear that he has been the most up- 
right Chancellor that ever placed his posteriors on the 
woolsack. However, he has the personal consolation, 
(he says) of: being satisfied with himself; which shews 
that he is very easily satisfied, good man: whatever a 
hard-hearted and misjudging world may be ! 

Thou wilt not wonder, since all these props of royalty, 
have become so decayed—since rank has got a sort of dry 
rot about it—that royalty is in great jeopardy. 1 speak 

not of England. Here the props of royalty are quite 
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sound; but then théy differ a little from the props of the 
same thing in other countries ; and not to put the world 
unnecessarily into a secret, we will spare the mention of 
what they are. My remarks more particularly apply to 
Spain, where instead of not knowing what to do with- 
out a King, they really do not know what to do with 
him—and would readily enough make a present of him 
to any body except the French, who want to encrease 
their collection of “ royal tigers’’ by catching this very 
fine specimen; but, as 1 have hinted, the Spaniards do 
not want their neighbours to be overstocked with such 
animals, for the countries lie contiguous; and they might 
commit depredations. But if any island in the Indian 
Archipelago were in want of such a thing, as “ a real 
bred King,” very little the worse for age, and quite 
ready to enter upon any royal amusement, I dare say, I 
could obtain at least the loan of him. He used to reside 
at Madrid ; and passed his time very pleasantly indeed, 
in eating, drinking, marrying, entertaining his friends, 
and cutting off the hands and heads of his enemies, 
until the people there ill-naturedly grudged him his 
sport; and having laid a regular trap for his Majesty, 
they hunted him into their toils as dextrously as thev 
catch wild elephants in the east. Having caught him, 
they tried to civilize him, aud insisted upon his lead- 
ing the life of a rational creature. This was a most 
preposterous expectation on their parts; and far sur- 
passed the folly of the traveller, who tried to make 
a man of the ourang outang. The confinement and dis- 
cipline to which he was necessarily subjected, in addition 
to the loss of his usual amusements, made him angry ; and 
having found means to convey an account of his irksome 
situation to the eabinect of “ royal tygers’ in France, 
they determined upon an expedition to release him. Ac- 


cotdingly they prepared an army of silly monkies, with a 
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man-tiger-royal at their head, and marched into Spain. 
— When they reached Madrid, however, they found that 
he had been put into a moveable cage and carried to 
Seville. This enraged them most terribly; and they 
raised a most lamentable outcry about such harsh usage 
to royal tigers. This outcry could effect nothing in the 
way of arelease ; for the Spanish folks knew it was very 
likely that he would bite the fingers of those who should 
attempt to let him out. So the French had to march to 
Seville ; at least the monkies had, with two or three of 
the larger sort ofapes at their head ; for the French man- 
tiger-royal had no sooner got into the open tiger-cage, 
called a palace, at Madrid, than he bethoqught himself he 
had shewn as much courage as he could afford to exhibit ; 
and ordering mass to be said for having left a spot before 
a ball reached it; and for having rode to Madrid without 
galling his posteriors, he summoned round him a coterie of 
Spanish apes, male and female, old and young, and very 
wisely began to make himself as contented as he could,— 
beking quite sure that his hostof apes and monkies would 
bring him shortly the man-tiger of Spain to play with him; 
and then | know not what feasting upon heads, trunks, 
&e. there would havebeen. I understand, however, from 
good authority, that every dongue which had spoken ill of 
royal tigers in general, and of these in particular, were to be 
dished up as the first course. Every hand that had written 
against them was to be chopped into sausage meat, to 
garnish out the geese who had furnished the quills that 
wrote the treasonable matter. A curious dish was to.have 
been made for the center, of all the.eyes of the people who 
had ventured to look with pleasure at the tiger in his 
eage. -Those who had put him in, and bolted the doar, 
were to be roasted whole for the accommodation of the 
army of the faith ; and various curious side-dishes were to 
be made of the various individuals who had taken any part 
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in abridging the sports of the royal animal; just, however, 
as the cook had made out a bill of fare, the news arrived 
that the royal animal had been pat again into his moveable 
caravan, and had been carried to Cadiz, in contempt of 
his declared wish to remain where he was, until his friends 
came to fetch him home again. Now, all was rage and 
fury on the part of the French tiger, and the Spanish apes 
aforesaid. They were in such a dreadful passion, that 
they swore they would not do the King’s keepers the ho- 
nour of eating them—but they would do—they did not 
exactly know what they would do—but they would do 
what they could do. 

At present they have done nothing. Ferdinand is at 
Cadiz. When he refused to go, the Cortes voted, very 
wisely, that he was insane, and no longer competent to 
judge what was best either for himself, or for the nation. 
This was a bold experiment ; and may afford a useful hint 
to other folks who have bowsterous Kings to manage.— 
Kings say they have been created for the benefit of the 
people. We will not ask for the title deeds of their crea- 
tion, but let us reason with them on their own premises. 
If they are created for the benefit of the people, they 
should do what is for the benefit of the people. They should 
be wise, that the people might have the benefit of their 
wisdom ; temperate and virtuous, that their example might 
be efficacious ; just, that vice might be promptly punished ; 
and merciful, that error might be leniently dealt with in 
all. Any want of any of these gratifications, would destroy 
all their pretensions ;—and where kings are not wise, vir- 
tuous, just, and merciful, they have no right, upon their 
own shewing, to wear crowns. But when they want all 
these qualifications—when they are foolish, vicious, ex- 
travagant, and licentious, instead of being benefits to 
nations, they are curses, and it is high time for somebody 
to interfere ; although it may be impossible to make them 
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good, it is necessary to prevent them from being bad.— 
Thns reasoned, and thus acted the Spanish Cortes. They had 
only to chuse between keeping a kingly mischief, or making 
a royal cypher. They therefore voted him insane, and did 
by their own authority what he thought proper to refuse 
to sanction by his. He refused to act in the name of the 
nation; and they acted for him, by its authority. He 
refused to remove, and they put him into a carriage, and 
sent him away. He was a hostage in their hands to pre- 
vent any outrage against the people being committed in 
his name ; and to prevent this they carried him with them. 

So far they have acted well and wisely, but what will 
they do with him now? It is a very unpleasant matter to 
be surrounded with enemies, and to have a well-wisher 
to them in your camp; and I fear me, it will be yet neces- 
sary to ship him off, to what more preferable country than 
Japan | know not. I think he would be useful to thee ; 
as he provided against the emergency of losing his throne, 
and having to maintain himself by his own labour, by 
learning the elegant and truly royal accomplishment 
of embroidery. I am no great judge of the value of his 
labours: but as he once worked for the Virgin Mary, 
who never made any complaint, | may take it for granted 
that he is competent to embroider petticoats and other 
draperies for the male and female idols of Japan. I 
remember that thou wearest a very plain robe; and 1 
have often thought it would become thee better if taste- 
fully ornamented. There is besides, in thy wardrobe, an 
old cloak of mine rather the worse for the service of some 
twenty years ; which was indeed so tattered, that I did 
not think of bringing to Europe; but should Ferdinand 
of Spain accept of an asylum at Japan, thou mayest 
put it into his hands, with my complimeuts, and 
say that I delight to encourage honest industry. The 
monarch of Japan will no doubt recognize a worthy 
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brother, and he may possibly learn something inthe art 
of raling, which may be of service to Asiatic polities ;— 
but here I must caution thee against trusting him. Al- 
ways keep in mind the story of the lion-keeper who used 
to put his head into the lion’s mouth. He did this often 
with impunity ¢ but one day he was obliged to leave it 
there, for the capricious monster bit it off. The race of 
European Kings on the continent is proverbial for want 
of faith. Not one of them can be trusted. Their 
promises are like a shower of hailstones that melt 
away as they fall. ‘heir very oaths are not worth so 
much as a cobbler’s pledge over his tankard. All the blood- 


shed ef the French revolution may be traced to the secret 


treason of Louis, who, in one breath accepting the constitu- 
tion, was plotting against it in another. The King of Naples 
is another pretty specimen of royal perjury. Over and 
over again did he swear to defend the new constitution’ 
which he had accepted only with the base intention of be- 
traying itas soon as he was able. The King of Portugal 
also took repeated and voluntary oaths to the new consti- 
tution ; and degraded himself, if such a man could be de- 
graded, by mean and false professions of attachment to the 
new order, upto the very moment of his flying into the arms 
of the traitors, with whom he had intrigued to destroy it, 
These are kings' The advocates of socal order' 
the vice-gerents of HEAVEN! Well, if there can be 
snch kings, where there are any creatures upon two 
legs that call themselves men, the parties are worthy 
of each other; and Providence has provided the royal 
knaves with asses in the human shape to bear 
the burthen. The Spanish hing ‘has not recently 
betrayed anybody, because he has not been trusted :— 
The Spaniards had had some experience of him, on 
his first trial; and they found that he was not fit to be 


trusted at all, nor to be employed beyond certain limits. 
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So beware of him, lL beseech thee ; and caution every 
Japanese to beware of him. Nothing beyond needles 
and thread for his embroidery should be put into his 
tands. Should he get hold of a sword, I should tremble 
for the fate of the Japanese empire—if he knew how to 
use it. 

The only remaining news is, that the French purveyors 
to their own race of royal-tigers declare that they will 
have Ferdinand out of his cage yet. I should be sorry 
to write thee word that they have succeeded, for various 
reasons ; but chiefly for the sake of the royal wild animals 
themselves ; for if they will not be contented to be cooped 
up Within safe and moderate limits, they may rest assured, 
ihat in spite of all the apes and monkies they can get to 
put on red and blue jackets, to assist them, the people 
on whose property they commit so many depredations, 
will combine one day for their extermination. It was cus- 
tomary to think that a few such animals might be useful ; 
but opinions are changing very fast upon that point, ‘and 
if the continental monarchs do not mend their manners, a 
farmer would like as well to keep a wolf to thin his sheep- 
fold, as the people to | eep royal tige:s to prey upon their 
substance. Thou hast heard the story of the bear of Berne. 
More places than the canton of Berne may determine— 

“ To laugh at their folly, and keep no more bears !”” 

The members of the Holy Alliance I think are serving 
the liberal cause most essentially by their conduct. They 
are raising an inquiry into their own right to disturb the 
world, which may be fatal to them. 


In that case, we 
may want asylums for many kings: 


and I advise thee to 
make due preparations for all that Europe may have to 


export. They will be euriosities, as far as colour goes. 
in the east. Here they are neither novel, nor useful, in 
the opinion of many besides 

thy friend and well-wisher. 


THE BLACK DWARE 
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ODD PROPOSITION. 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Sir,—Did you read the following paragraph in an essay 
in the Stamford News? If you did, tell me what you think 
of it—After a very proper recommendation to form clubs 
among the friends of reform, it proceeds :—“ I would call 
‘“‘ them Whig Clubs, under the deepest conviction, that a 
“ true Whig and a true Radical are one and the same.— 
‘“‘ The eccentricities of either party must be renounced ; 
‘“‘ the whigs must give up their rotten boroughs, and the 
‘« radicals commute their universal suffrage and annual par- 
‘“‘ liaments into the franchise embracing only those who 
‘‘ pay scot and lot and taxes; whilst election by ballot 
‘* must be the sheet-anchor of the undertaking. Triennial 
parliaments will not, with such members as this mean 
will produce, be found an hour too long, while their 
“ dignity in the trust confided to them will ke greatly 
‘ enhanced.” Why, Mr. Editor, have we mistook our- 
selves all this while? Why should they be called “ Whig 
Cubs,” even if true whigs and true radicals were the 
same? Why not call them clubs of reformers. But is it 
true that true whigs and true radicals are the same? | 
never heard this before, and cannot believe it yet; and 
while there are “ true whigs,’’ who are not reformers, and 
we all know such men, I cannot comprehend it. Again 
are universal suffrage, and annnal parliaments, eccentre- 
citves, like rotten-boroughs, and triennial parliaments ! 
However, when the whigs will give up their rotten- 
boroughs, it will be time enough to call upon us for our 
share of tue concession, at any rate. We are much 
obliged to the writer for insisting upon the BALLOT.— 
That is something, and if it were prudent to trust to one 
anchor, it would perhaps be the best; but well-appoint- 
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ed ships generally carry three ; and the weather is often 
rough enough to require them all. To my mind triennial 
parliaments are worse than septennial ones. To the for- 
mer cnrse, we owe the latter; and as we are so fond of 
precedents, if we reeur to triennial parliaments, what is 
to prevent us from another septennial act. One more re- 
mark, and I have done; let thescot and lot principle be 
the basis of taxation; and if | were minister I could ar- 
range a scheme of finance, and a very productive one 
too, which should not leave anelectorin the three king- 
doms, by merely having recourse to the system of what 
is absurdly called indirect taxation. I should not have 
noticed such a paragraph any where else, but this paper is 
in our camp ; and is deservedly esteemed for its spirit as 
anally. But we must keep to PRINCIPLE. 
Yours, AN OLD REFORMER. 




















EPIGRAM. 
What prompts Prince Hilt in such a rage torun, 
Dressed like a hero in war’s masquerade ; 
He wants—heaven send it ere he reaches home— 
Deep thrust up to the hilt some Spanish blade! Sapre. 





ote poe canadien 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








By anaccideut, we are compelled to postpone the communica~ 
tion of “ a poor weaver ;” and Asmodeus. They shall be attended 
to, 1n Our next. 

The communication from Birmingham, through Mr. Lakins, 
has been laid before the Spanish Committee for their consideration. 

The Spanish subscription begins to wear an important aspect. 
One individual has sul scribed the magnificent donation of five thou- 
sand pounds. Some say this is from the highest personage in the 
kingdom ; and this would be a noble and a proper answer to the 
story of his having wished the French arms might prosper. When 


the country contributions are collected, the general amount will be 
very considerable. 
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APPROACHING POLITICAL CRISIS! 
or 

At length something like spirit is roused in behalf ot 
Spain. Nottingham, Norwich, Cambridge, and various 
other towns have had public meetings, to arrange subscrip- 
tions, and such other means of assisting the’ Spanish 
cause, as may be within their reach. These examples 
have caused measures to be taken more extensively ; and 
we trust that before many weeks have elapsed, there will 
not be a hamlet in the kingdom, which shall not have 
lent its assistance to the common cause. We would also 
recommend that the committees formed to give effeet to 
the necessary measures, should be permanently appointed. 
There will be something yet to do, which will come 
home to their business and bosoms. The ordinary ob- 
server may easily perceive that there is a storm lowering 
in the political hemisphere :—but those who look a little 
more closely into the direction of the clouds, may perceive 


also, that itis by no means improbable, but that it may 


burst over our heads. 

The circle of the liberties of the world is narrowing as 
fast as the Members of the Holy Alliance can direct their 
power against them. Wherever they can strike at the 
semblance of freedom, they do so without any hesitation ; 
and yet there are people who tell us that we have nothing 
to do with the matter, and ought to remain quiet and in- 
different spectators of what they may chuse todo. Mon- 
strous as this reasoning is, there are too many, who, if 
they do not openly adopt it, act as ifthey held the opinion. 
It may sound strangely, to talk of any foreign dictation 
to the people of England, as to their institutions; but, we 
could ask, when popular freedom is destroyed every 
where else, what is to prevent it from being, we will not 
say destroyed, but what is to prevent it from being at- 


tacked in England? Every body knows that the very 
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name of liberty is hated with the most perfect hatred by 
the Potentates composing the Holy Allianee. Every 
body knows that they are indefatigable in their endea- 
vours to root out all traces of self-government. What 
have their done in their own dominions—at Naples—in 
Piedmont—Wurtemberg—the Swiss Cantons—where- 
ever their influence’ could reach? They have been bitter 
persecutors of every principle which favours the public 
freedom. The Press, of course, has been the particular 
object of their hatred, as the most efficacious means of 
raising amoral hue and cry against them; and if they 
should be able to establish their favourite ‘ Monarchial 
principle’? upon the Continent, have we any reason to 
suppose they will be satisfied? Will not English news- 
papers gall them as much as German newspapers? Will 
they respect our institutions any more than they respect 
others ?—What predilection will they have in favour of 
our liberties? ‘here may be some difficulty in the at- 
tempt to destroy them. The thing would be impossible, 
if they had not friends in our camp:—but are we not 
aware that there are men in England, and high in power 
too, who would be delighted to reduce it to the slavish 
submission of a continental state? Do we not know that 
there are many traitors here, who would rejoice to see the 
remainder of the Six Acts converted from a dead letter 
into a living and active curse, by the agency and under 
the auspices of a foreign force? That there exists a 
weneral conspiracy of the crowned heads of the continent 
against‘the rights of the people is indisputable ; and 
hence the necessity of the people of all those countries 
where any freedom yet remaias, to make common cause 
against these crowned heads. Whenever they are op- 
posed, the righis and interests of the people are defended. 
Whenever they triumph, the interests of humanity suffer. 
No terms can be made with them. They fight for. the 








eg eS  adcak le 


tg 


































68 THE BLACK DWARF. 





extermination of all rational liberty; they raise their 
hands against the common rights of every individual ; and 
the hand of every individual should be raised against 
them. 

If these truths are felt as they should be—if the British 
public is awakened in time to a sense of its danger, there 
may be some hope of salvation—But the affairs of the 
country are in bad hands. We have not even the security 
that the superior mind of Mr. Pitt would have given us. 
He might have sacrificed the country, to the preservation 
of his power; but he would, at least, have fallen with 
it. For such a devotion, we can give our present race of 
trading politicians nocredit whatever. They might make 
terms for themselves, and good ones too :—but we should 
expect nothing more from them. Tyrannies, censorships, 
and inquisitions, excite no indiguation in their bosoms. 
They have almost ventured to call them very proper means 
of governing abroad. The consequences of such feeling 
in a crisis that may be expected, may be readily guessed ; 
and we think every Englishman ought to provide éwo 
muskets, one to send to the gallant Spaniards, and the 
other to use against the Holy Alliance, when they call 
upon us to modify our constitution. 

Our readers will see with pleasure that the Spanish 
Cortes do not despair of their own cause. On their ar- 
rival at Cadiz, they published the following 


CIRCULAR 
ADDRESSED BY THE SPANISH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE DIPLOMATIC AGENTS OF 

HIS CATHOLIC MAJESTY AT FOREIGN COURTS. 

“ The uniformly hostile and perfidious conduct of the 
Cabinet of the Tuileries, with respect to Spain, since the 
re-establishment of her Constitutional Government, is no- 
torious to all the world. The clumsy veil with which 
that Cabinet for some time covered its numerous per- 
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fides, was at length, to the shame of morality and public 
honour, openly torn by the French Ministers, in the midst 
of a legislative assembly; and indignant posterity will 
learn, even from the confession of the criminals them- 
selves, that the Government of a Monarch who is called 
the Most Christian, cast upon a pacific nation, a neigh- 
bour, a friend, and anally, the brands of civil discord; 
created internal factions ; and gave protection to assassins 
and traitors, in violation of the faith of treaties. 

“ That Cabinet has perverted the most legitimate and 
spotless political revolution which the annals of nations 
exhibit, from its originally tranquil course, by hiring base 
writers to bring virtue into discredit, to sow distrust, and 
to foment anarchy. | 

“ It has calumniated the cause of liberty, by adducing 
against that cause those very excesses and convulsions 
which its own intrigues and corrupting gold have ex- 
cited. 

“ ‘To make a pretence for an impious war, and the 
most atrocious invasion ever witnessed by mankind, it 
undermined the basis of universal justice and the laws of 
nations, by setting up the iniquitous principle of inter- 
ference by one power in the domestic concerns of another 
—a principle destructive of all independence, all repose, 
and all stability in political societies. 

‘* But all these aggressions were not sufficient for the 
Cabinet of the Tuileries. To satisfy the frantic faction of 
which it is the instrument, it was necessary to crown all 
by one of those revolting acts, which, to the opprobrium 
of civilization and the disgrace of the nations which 
tolerate them, are from time to time recorded in the 
blood-stained pages of history. It was necessary that a 
Government which ostentatiously proclaims the dogma of 
the legitimacy of dynasties, and the sacredness of mo- 
narchial power, as the only security for the tranquillity 
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and happiness of nations, should give to the world the 
no less wicked than dangerous example of creating, re- 
cognizing, a club of traitors to their King and country, 





who have dared to assume the title of ‘* Provisional Junta 





for the Government of Spain and the Indies.’’ It was 





necessary that a Government affecting to combat in the 





name of religion, morality, and the conservative prin- 





ciples of society—should suborn perjury,—collude with 





sedition—tear asunder the bonds of subordination and 





public order,—withdraw from autiority the respect which 





renders it beneficial—undermine the foundations of the 





throne, while pretending to secure it—and raise unworthy 
suspicious of the good faith of the august Monarch who 
occupies it, and is maintained in it by the loyalty of his 
subjects. It was necessary that the army of a power 

























which arrogates to itself the being the most advanced in 
civilization, should aggravate the cruel practice of war in 
a manner hitherto unheard of, and which increases a 
thousand-fold its fatal and desolating effects, by sending 
forward as their precursors bands of deluded and wicked 
men; taking for their auxiliaries falsehood, treason, and 
fanaticism ; and purposely inflaming the fury of the ban- 
ditti, in order that the French troops may be welcomed 
in the harassed towns as deliverers. 

“ Europe, the witness of these horrors, is silent and 
assenting. The weak Powers are overawed, and those 
called great either favour the views of the French Ca- 
binet, because they approve its pernicious doctrines, or 
rely on the greatness of their own strength for keeping 
them out of the reach of the danger. But power is not 
eternal; and the nation which at one time dictates laws to 
others, is at another the object of their contempt. Per- 
haps some who now condemn in theory the unjust maxims 
of public law which are pretended to be introduced, but 
who abstain from opposing their dangerous application. 
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will hereafter dearly repent so serious anerror. The suc- 
cessful repetition of such acts of superior force will give 
them a sanction under the name of justice; the feeble 
barriers which have hitherto protected the independence 
of States, and defended the balance of power, will be 
broken down; all just notions of public morality will be 
obliterated, and the light of civilization will be extin- 
guished by the breath of barbarism. 

“ The Spanish Government. placed at the head of a 
generous nation, though distracted by foreign intrigue— 
in defending not only its own cause but the cause of all 
mankind—will either triumph over its perfidious enemies, 
or fall with glory and with honour. This Government 
would, however, be wanting in the fulfilment of its most 
sacred duties if on so important an occasion it did not 
speak with firmness and courage. It is bound to protest, 
and does solemnly protest in the face of all the world, 
against the monstrous claim of interference on the part 
of one Power in the domestic affairs of another, and 
against the abuse of the laws of war, of which the Ca- 
binet of the Tuileries has been guilty. It also protests 
against the erection of an illegal and seditious Junta, as 
well as against any other semblance of government 
which may be substituted in its stead, and declares all 
acts eminating from that Junta, null, void, and of no 
value. Finally, it denounces these iniquitous transac- 
tions to the exercise of all governments, all nations, and 
posterity. | 

‘‘ His Majesty commands me to direct that you will 
communicate this protest te the Government to which you 
are accredited, that you will deliver a copy, if it be 
wished for, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and that 
you will make it public. 


‘ God preserve you, &. “ JOSE MARIA DE PANDO. 
‘Seville, May 27.’—(From the Espectador of June 2.) 
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